Subdural empyema complicating cerebrospinal fluid shunt infection.
Subdural empyema has not been reported previously as a complication of cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) shunt surgery. An infant submitted to CSF shunt insertion for congenital hydrocephalus developed subdural empyema after a failed attempt to treat a superficial scalp wound infection with oral antibiotics. Enterobacter cloacae was isolated from the empyema. Temporizing management of the preceding superficial wound infection with oral antibiotics probably was the cause of this exotic pathogen. The treatment of infected scalp wounds contiguous with shunt hardware must be surgical.